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Presenting the Leading Lady Carville’s 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 


issue dedicated veterans’ or- 
ganizations and their auxiliaries, the 
name one Carville’s most useful 
citizens deserves high position. She 
Aline Stribbling who president 
the Spann Unit 188, the Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary, first Petit 
Iberville Salon 554 the 
and Forty, representative the 
Patients’ Federation, and 
dent the “B” Natural Club. 

The local unit the American Le- 
gion Auxiliary was organized 1947, 
and Aline’s first term president was 
1949. She held this office for two 
consecutive years and was re-elected for 
the 1953-54 term and again for 1954- 
55. When one thinks the American 
Legion Auxiliary the local level, one 
thinks Aline, and the 
her unit would the first tell you 
so. 

One the initial services performed 
Aline after she assumed office was 
the furnishing uniforms for our then 
active Boy Scouts America troop. 
Under Aline’s leadership, the unit spon- 
sors annual Christmas parties for local 
vets, and for teenagers and adults at- 
tending school. These Yuletide parties 
have been successful that the girls 
have become proficient hostesses. (Flsa 
Maxwell and Perle Mesta 
look their The unit now 
bids one and all welcome their an- 
nual Valentine, Thanksgiving and 
game parties which always include 
bountiful refreshments, the begin- 
ning provided other auxiliary units 
this area. Picnics and parties for the 
school children are regularly sponsored 
Unit 188. The Lainson 
Project now covers all community par- 
ties and school awards and 
tional level (inaugurated this 

Child welfare has been one Aline’s 
main interests and she received the 
Child Welfare Citation for 1948-49 and 
1949-50. The Eight and Forty recog- 
nized her services the community and 
awarded her 


The Auxiliary has undertaken many 
other community projects. There was 
the Campbell Gas project which spon- 
sors Sunday afternoon Legion mobile 
drives for those patients who have 
opportunity for vacations. Funds from 
the Campbell project are also used for 
upkeep the station wagon; the Bur- 
dette Chair project provided for the 
purchase stainless steel folding cush- 
ion-seat chairs for social events; and 
the Lainson Plaza project from which 
our beautiful patio furniture and new 
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Achievement 
trophy for Membership Quota from Mrs. 
Hattie Dayries, Baton Rouge, Co-Member- 
ship Chairman, the American Legion Aux- 
iliary, Department Louisiana. The pres- 
entation was made the evening July 


patio lighting was derived. All these 
projects were national level, and 
with contributions coming from 
units and departments all over the 
country, Aline had keep the most 
careful records and reports, gigantic 
task that would have taxed the acumen 
Mrs. Hobby. 

The Stamp project furnish postage 
for correspondence carried needy 
patients, such their letters home, and 
the Shoepp Communications project 
which provides telephone, telegram and 
inail service service veterans are 
all handled under Aline’s chairmanship 
and she says they involve small 
amount bookwork, 

With her friends 
Grace Joy, the first president the 
unit who this year’s Petit Chapeau 
the Eight and Forty, and Kitty Boud- 
reaux, unit past president and Petit 
Chapeau Passe, Eight and Forty, Aline 
and her girls are forever heading 
drive for some worthy cause. When you 
see one them coming, you might 
well begin dig. They will collect- 
ing for Poppy Day, Red Cross, Cancer 
Campaign, Christmas seals Korean 
their latest. 

couldn’t possibly cover all the 
sponsored the local Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary Unit. Aline has 
tremendous initiative and she always 
cooking something new but this 
resume will give some idea the Aux- 
iliary’s services the community. 

This presentation would not fit its 
title did not give youa word about 
the leading lady herself. Aline has come 
long way since her arrival Car- 
ville 1937, and this itself quite 
story. 


true daughter the Deep South, 
she was born medium-sized town 
large family, the ninth grade, 
she became ill, but the symptoms the 
disease were not clear. However, 
doctor’s recommendation she quit 
school for time. After receiving chaul- 
moogra oil treatments without know- 
ing what they were, she returned 
school and completed her high school 
education. 

After graduation she worked with 
the County Health Department, doing 
secretarial work, but was handicapped 
because continual illness, During all 
this time she was not active clubs, 
social gatherings, the like, but she 
did enjoy family gatherings 
sional social contacts with very few 
intimate friends. When her illness final- 
reached point where she was ready 
quit work, she went doctor who 
diagnosed her case inaccurately. 
week treatment dragged into two years 
during which time the disease advanced. 
Had she not been misdiagnosed, her 
case Hansen’s disease might have 
been arrested the very early stages. 


Gay 
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Aline carries voluminous correspon- 
dence with Auxiliary units throughout the 
country. She shown here dictating let- 
ter Joe, her secretary-husband. 

Soon after, she went uncle who 
was doctor. recommended trip 
Carville without mentioning the 
word “leprosy,” merely telling her 
come for treatment. When her 
ments were begun with chaulmoogra 
vil, she recognized its distinctive odor, 
and realized then that she had had 
Hansen’s disease all the time, 

Aline worked steadily 
the women’s infirmary from 1938-54. 
She lost her job recently when the pa- 
tients were replaced outside help. 
Since then she has been employed oc- 
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Leading Lady 


casionally hostess the club lounge. 
Kindness and consideration are two 
Aline’s attributes, ask any her fel- 
low patients whom she served while 
duty the infirmary. 

busy Aline has been with her 
iob and community service, she has not 
been too busy for romance. Through 
her need for helping hand her 
Auxiliary work, she met Joe, dark 
and handsome Latin American, whom 
she ultimately married. all started 
when Joe volunteered help her with 
her typing. the Auxiliary grew, 
did their romance, There little spec- 
ial interest the way they got married, 
receiving separate permissions visit 
Baton Rouge, but getting 
instead. 

Joe, head men’s orderly, expert 
bookkeeper who could successful 
the work-a-day world. Since they hope 
leave Carville some day, the couple 
has not acquired cottage. Instead they 
live separate quarters and use Aline’s 
small bedroom combination sitting 
room, kitchen, dining room and office. 
Joe and Aline divide cooking chores, 
since Aline cannot keep with all 
her domestic duties because impaired 
vision and lack time. 

And so, through community service, 
Aline helping many other patients 
overcome their problems, and doing 
so, overcoming her own. 

Note: The Campbell, Burdette and 
Lainson projects mentioned the pre- 
ceding article were named for Mrs, 
Campbell, Homer, La; Mrs. Harold 
Burdette, Brooklyn, N.Y.; and Mrs. 
Lainson, Madison, Iowa, who initi- 
the projects during respec- 
tive terms National Rehabilitation 
Chairman the American Legion Aux- 
The Shoepp’s Communication 
project was named for Mrs. Clarence 
Shoepp, Washington, Mo., past 
dent the American Legion 
Department Missouri, 


Mr. and Mrs. John Lakeman, 
Beaumont, Texas and Father Fred 
Lufkin, Texas, visited this 
hospital June 30. This was Fr. Ju- 
lien’s fourth visit here and each time 
comes brings other guests along. 
This time brought someone 
The name “Lakeman” was familiar 
THE STAR. Mrs. Lakeman was one 
the key people the first nationwide 
educational broadcast Hansen’s dis- 
ease titled Ghost and the 
sponsored the American Legion Aux- 
iliary 1947. The Lakemans were then 
living West Springfield, Mass., and 
Mrs. Lakeman was serving National 
Radio Chairman the ALA. 


Legion Mobile Christened 
Express” 


Boy meets girl Carville where both 
are patients with Hansen’s disease, but 
spite this unusual circumstance, 
sometimes perhaps because (pro- 
pinquity), love conquers all 
blossoms regularly. Max and 
Ronna, both originally from Puerto 
were married the Catholic 
Chapel here July The ceremony 
was performed the resident chaplain, 
Father Edward Boudreaux. Theirs was 
the sixth patients’ wedding since early 
spring this year and the second one 
that But the weddings did not 
all take place here. July Dana, 
former from Florida, and Carita, 
pretty Mexican senorita from Texas, 
were married Baton church. 
Dana and Carita went town the 
Legion Mobile (Buick station wagon) 
owned the local American Legion 
Post which the patients have now 


christened “the honeymoon 
several couples have used for trips 
make wedding arrangements and secure 
marriage licenses. 


Sprucing the “honeymoon express” for 
trip town. 


many other countries the world, 
hospitals treating Hansen’s disease, 
some under the American flag, mar- 
riages between patients are not only 
permitted, but they are encouraged and 
special quarters are provided for mar- 
couples, but until comparatively re- 
cently, the resident chaplains Car- 
ville were not permitted marry pa- 
tients the hospital. However, 
this did not seem deter the effective- 
ness Cupid’s darts, for couples man- 
aged arrange their authorized vaca- 
tions corresponding dates, getting 
married and returned the 
hospital face the music. But this was 
the old days, Now, all that changed 
and there are even parties celebrate 
the happy event. 

the total patient enrollment 
344, there are married couples, all 
whom met and married after both were 
patients these couples, 


live private cottages the rear 
the hospital grounds which they own 
rent from other patients, There 
such cottages but are occupied 
for the most part bachelors, one 
whom declared, “Barkus willing,” 
and when the right girl comes along. 
the private cottages, patients lead 
normal way life, enjoying the higher 
and more elevating phases the 
tal relationship, provided home 
and joint interests, They have gardens, 
draw raw rations from 
commisary, cook their own meals and 
entertain their friends. The other cou- 
ples, not fortunate, must abide 
hospital regulations. lives the 
men’s quarters, she the women’s 
quarters, but the husband can visit his 
wife with little restrictions until 
the evening. They have 
their meals the hospital cafeteria un- 
less the wife can whip supper 
little electric hot plate her room. 

Someone sure ask what happens 
babies are born Carville couples. 
from heaven arrive the 
scene occasionally. One couple had two 
pairs twins, first, two girls and then 
two boys, with only about year be- 
tween the blessed events. Babies born 
patients are separated from the mother 
immediately after birth and placed with 
foster parents institution. Han- 
sen’s disease not hereditary 
bies born parents with the disease are 
usually healthy and normal. However, 
like tuberculosis, medical authorities 
agree that such infants may inherit 
predisposition tissue weakness the 
disease and they are left with their 
mothers there considerable risk in- 
particularly endemic sections 
such Louisiana, Texas and Florida. 
Children born Carville patients 
through the years have grown into fine 
healthy men and women and some 
them are married and have children 
their own. Many have served our 


The local school affiliated with the 
Louisiana State School System. The 
hospital employs three 
fied teachers, Mr. Gaston England 
ence and math), Miss Elaine Jones 
‘history and commercial courses) Bat- 
Rouge, Mrs. Mamie Grevemberg, 
St. Gabriel, veteran English teacher, 
and Manuel Arts instructor, Mr. Paul 
Keisler, Baton Rouge. The 
under the supervision the local Di- 
rector Community Activities, 
Rickman, 
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New Doctors Requested Carville 


Assignment 


Dr. Stephen Herbert, Dr. Frank Lundin, and Dr. Benedetto 


The three young physicians who re- 
ported for duty here July, all re- 
quested their Carville assignment. They 
are Dr. Benedetto, 26, Dr. 
Stephen Herbert, 25, and Dr. Frank 
26. 

Dr. Benedetto, native New Or- 
graduate Louisiana State 
Medical came Carville 
the Rosebud Indian Hospital, 
South Dakota, Public Health Service 
installation. was his first assignment 
with the PHS. Being Louisianian, Dr. 
Benedetto said was glad 
home again. “Those South Dakota win- 
ters were hard take, have come 
where was sometimes below. 
prefer the above are having 
here.” Dr. Benedetto’s present duty 

Dr. Stephen Herbert also na- 
tive New Orleanian and graduate 
State Medical School Dr. 
Herbert came Carville from the Pub- 
lic Health Service Hospital, New Or- 
leans, where served his interneship, 
and this his intial PHS assignment. 
presently duty the Eye, Ear 
Nose and Throat Clinic, 

Dr. Frank Lundin native Chi- 
cagoan but looks upon Indiana his 
home. spent most life there,” 
Indiana State Medical School, Indiana- 
Public Health Service Hospital, Nor- 
folk, where served his interneship, 
and this too his first PHS assignment. 
In. present duties are the 
Women’s infirmary and the An- 
nex. 

Although Dr. Benedetto served 
his interneship Mercy Hospital, New 
and also had some training 
Charity Hospital there, does not re- 
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call seeing case Hansen’s disease be- 
fore arrived Carville. Neither does 
Lundin. However, Dr. Herbert had 
seen cases before, patients from Car- 
ville temporily the PHS Hospital, 
New Orleans, where they are sometimes 
sent for special treatment 
three young physicians agree that 
Hansen’s disease presents stimulating 
scientific challenge and they 
ginning their work here with great en- 
thusiasm, 

Dr. and Mrs. Lundin and their two 
children are occupying quarters the 
station, Dr. and Mrs. Herbert and their 
6-month old son are also living the 
station, and are Dr. and Mrs. 
Benedetto. 


Resigning from the Public Health 
Service July, and leaving Carville 
after being duty here for one year, 
were two other young physicians, Dr. 
Jerome Byers and Dr. Cap Oliver, both 
They, too, came Carville 
first assignment after their 
Dr. Byers became interested his 
work here the EENT Clinic that 
has decided specialize this field. 
now doing post graduate work 
Opthamology Tulane under Dr. 
James Allen. planning com- 
pleting residency Opthamology. 
Dr. Byers assured that will con- 
tinue his interest Hansen’s disease 
particularly eye involvements. 
said gained great deal here 
Carville and the experience 
invaluable.” 

Dr. Oliver’s Carville experience will 
also stand him good stead. and 
Mrs. Oliver are planning entering 
the foreign mission They expect 
Nigeria under the Sudan In- 
terior Missions later this year. 


Legion Post Elects Officers 


er 
be 


“Regular” the word for Joe Mar- 
(above) newly elected command- 
our Spann Post 188 the 
American Legion. Joe, 47, one the 
most popular patients this commun- 
ity, the quiet and reserved side 
even though hails from Texas. 
Army parlance, Joe would classified 
military service which included hitch 
during WWII. was mess sergeant 
with the 12th Air Force, stationed first 
Greenland and then England. 

Joe can now look back his diag- 
nosis Hansen’s disease philosophical- 
ly. Army doctor, “he was skin 
says. This was McCornack General 
Hospital Pasadena. “But they didn’t 
tell what had until was ready 
leave for Carville about month later.” 
However, Joe sensed there was some- 
thing radically wrong his situation 
more ways than one. “The doctors 
and nurses wouldn’t come inside 
room, they would just stand the door 
and look, all but one nurse,” said. 
This nurse was the one who finally 
broke the news Joe. She reassured 
him about Carville and the treatment 
would receive. The nurse had once 
been duty Fort Sam Houston, 
San Antonio where she had seen case 
HD. 

Under joe Martinez’ leadership, 
Spann Post 188 should active 
live and constructive force this com- 
The post organized 1931 
the late Spann, Baton Rouge, for 
whom now named, and Sam Jones, 
Lake Charles, former governor Lou- 
who was then Louisiana depart- 
ment commander the Legion, has 
played vital role many important 
changes Carville. Other officers 
elected for 1954-55 are, Sam Watkins, 
Vice-Commander; Joe Lino, Adjutant; 
Poliocarpio, Sergeant Arms; 
Carpenter, Service Officer; Carl 
Chaplain; and Stanley Stein, 
Historian. 
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They Would Not Give 


John 


Mr. Caldwell, author The Korea 
Story speaks the Korean language and 
has close acquaintance with the coun- 
iry and its people. 

Reprinted from Tulsa Daily World, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, April 16, 1954. 

It’s fashionable some quarters 
say that it’s the Korean people 
help themselves. Some visitors Korea 
even further. remember one Ameri- 
can Seoul who told 
“What can you these people? 
They will not help 

I’ve decided tell the story 
one group Koreans who did help 
themselves. think illustrates the bas- 
nobility and courage misunder- 
stood people. 

For two winters group 
had lived under the bridge the high- 
way that runs from Suwon Inchon, 
Korea. most passersby, the people 
under the bridge were just plain refu- 
gees caught the backwash war. 
Only local farmers knew that the 
people living there, protected from the 
rain and snow few straw mats, had 
Hansen’s disease. 

The people under the bridge had 
gathered together because the tell-tale 
signs their disease were easily recog- 
nizable others similarly afflicted. 
the back-and-forth struggle, few Ameri- 
cans Koreans had time note them, 
help them. The sufferers them- 
selves were too busy fighting for exist- 
ence know that help might avail- 
able from the United Nations, that 
even the U.S. Army had 
able. 

The people under the bridge organ- 
ized and clected president, Then they 
pooled their remaining cash, sold what 
possessions could sold and few 
cases located relatives who helped, Kim 
Man Gu, thirty-five-year-old 
walked the miles Seuol and got 
small grant land from the Korean 
Government. arranged for smail 
rice ration until crops could 
vested. Fertilizer and seed 
chased, and the little colony settled 
lovely mountain side. With commun- 
ity labor and funds they built 
fice, dispensary and three homes; they 
tilled and planted their fields, they cut 
wood from the mountain sides. One 
thing they lacked—medicines for the dis- 
pensary. Not one the sufferers had re- 
ceived medical treatment two years. 

Kim Man started walking again, 
this time Suwon, twenty miles away. 
knew there was American base 
had heard that Americans 


Caldwell 


were generous people, and that they 
had wonderful drugs that might help 
his people. Kim Man was received 
Dr. Guillermo Lopez, public health 
officer assigned the Suwon 
Army Civil Assistance Team. 
markable team was headed 
ican colonel and included Canadian, 
Australian, Dane and Indian. 
All were United Nations employees 
the United States Army. 

Dr. Lopez was thrilled the story 
the people who had not given up. 
Drugs were ordered and soon the 
way. But the doctor felt that other help 
might visited Kim’s col- 
ony with the team’s Indian sanitation 
officer. They taught the people the 
colony little elementary sanitation, 


and told them where dig their 


Dr. Lopez found sufferers still liv- 
ing tents, and told Kim Man that 
housing was possible. Little 
Kim told Dr. Lopez, just told 
when visited the colony: “We need 
help and will accept it. But want 
understood that two years 


our own, able take care 


ourselves,” 

walked over the hillside colony 
with Kim Man and Dr. Lopez. 
talked other members the colony, 
the two lonely children. 
the well, just finished, and com- 
pleted directions, saw 
the rice fields ripening the autumn 
sun. 

“Our first crop will next month 
and will net need any more help 
with food,” Kim told me. Then 
added, you get back America 
tell your people that are anxious 
ourselves. But could 
cthers our kind had little 
help.” 

% * * 


Korea has estimated 42,000 cases 
Hansen’s disease, whom 15,919 ave 
some which the 
Army helped establish. During the 
Korean War, the Army also set spe- 
cial homes for healthy children 
patients. 

The Fijth Air Forces 8th 
Bomber Wing adopted the St. Lazarus 
settlement near Suwon its Ko- 
relief project. They helped con- 
struct new buildings the settlemeni 
and presented new kitchen, well 
distributing the patients more than 
one pounds much needed 
warm clothing, 


the June, 1954, issue the A.L.A. 
National News, read: check for 
has been sent Mrs. Betty Bur- 
dette, National President, Our Lady 
the Star Nursery Tala (HD settle- 
ment), Philippines.... The contribution 
was authorized the National Fin- 


ance Committee after Mrs. Burdette 
visited the institution and reported the 
needs the children 

very happy about this for 
know how much they need that gift 
generously given the Auxiliary. 
lived Tala for three years. Before 
the nursery became reality, the babies 
born patients were sent “Wel- 
and most cases, the parents 
never saw heard their children 
again. When the Franciscan nuns vol- 
unteered give their services the 
care the infants, complicating prob- 
lems came up, such the building, up- 
keep, means support, permission 
church and state, The nursery got 
under way finally, buta year after had 
been Carville, received long let- 
ter from Mother Clare, Superior. The 
nursery must expanded, they needed 
clothing and equipment, otherwise the 
government would close the place and 
send the babies away. course, 
would major tragedy. While the 
parents not have the joy caring 
for their children, the nuns give them 
and concern, and the parents 
are able see them only only through 
partition. wrote letters friends, 
people whom thought might like 
contribute; wrote steel mag- 
nate Pa,, heiress N.Y., and 
oil man Texas, true did not 
get any response from these people, but 
some friends sent contributions, —Sister 
Florella’s (BVM) Xavier High 
Group, Phoenix, Ariz.; Bishop Sheen 
(who with Cardinal 
Tala while was there); and Fr. 
Haggerty’s group, Springfield, The 
haps not enough even build an- 
nex, but helped some. 


want Mrs, Burdette and her 
ization know their gift will take root 
the hearts those Tala. 
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Ex-Carville Patient Finding Normal Life 


long time Jonnuy Harmon felt 
Everybody met seemed 

didn’t look different—just aver- 
age. Medium height 
spectacled, slightly graying. But John- 
Harmon knew that the eyes 
the world was different, 

And so, when the doctor told 42-year 
old Johnny Harmon four months ago 
that ought leave and start life 
anew, Johnny was faced with difficut 
decision. For the last years 
Johnny Harmon’s life have been spent 
Carville, seven them patient 
with Hansen’s disease, 

What would life like the out- 
side, Johnny wondered? How would 
treated? 


¥ 


One Vacherie’s leading citizens, Ernest 
Becnel, sitting, chats with Johnny Har- 
mon (left). 

His first decision was use his real 
name. During the many years spent 
Carville went under the name 
Harris.” 

had three special reasons for want- 
ing remain near Carville. His wife, 
Anne, still patient Carville, and 
his two attractive children were living 
Vacherie, his wife’s home. (Johnny 
and Anne met and married after both 

April Johnny Harmon moved 
Vacherie and opened 
raphy shop, “It was tough decision 
make, sinking all the money had 
inanaged save doing jobs Carville 
this place, but wanted near 
Anne and the Johnny explained. 

few hundred persons about miles 
north New Orleans the Mississippi 
river. 
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William Madden 


“You just don’t have secrets 
place like this,” Johnny said. did 
not broadcast who was, You don’t 
around wearing sign that says, used 
had tell few people—the man 
rent place from and his sons—and 
suppose most the people know now 
who and where from.” 

The people Vacherie know 
who Johnny Harmon is. 

Elderly Ernest Becnel, one 
Vacherie’s leading citizens 
man for the community, perhaps best 
explains how Vacherie feels about John- 
Harmon. 

“When Johnny came and told 
was from Carville asked him 
was discharged and said 
got faith the doctors Carville and 
they discharged him, good 
enough for course had tell 
the folks around here, but they felt like 
did. he’s discharged, then that’s 
with us.” 

Today Vacherie Johnny 
putting full day his photo 
only one Vacherie-- 
and looking forward his daily visits 
with his children and his weekly visits 
with his wife. 

Most people Vacherie still don’t 
know Johnny well. 

“Oh, I’ve gotten invited around,” 
said, “but just don’t have time. 
work here the shop from the time 


get until I’m just too weary stand 
night,” 


Neighborhood smallfry gather 
mon’s small but well-equipped dark room 
the goes about supplying 
Vacherie with its photographic needs. Here 
Johnny drying print Larry Landry, 
center, and his brother, Michael, watch. 
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one his few spare moments Johnny 
Harmon chats over the back fence with his 


neighbors, Mrs. Andrew Landry, and her 
daughter, Jacquelyn, 12. 

But the soft-spoken photographer has 
plenty company. 

Neighborhood kids, fascinated his 
laboratory, parade and out 
house constantly. And 
customers, many whom never owned 
cameras before, like come into the 
front shop and talk about picture tak- 
ing techniques, lenses, color film, 

didn’t want leave lor long 
time,” Johnny recalls, “You never get 
over your experience Carville. You 
can’t. you kind feel like you just 
don’t ever want leave. 

gotten quite bit religion 
Carville. you’ve ever been there and 
had through what some those 
people do, get religion too. You 
trust God make things work 
out.” 

Customers who enter Johnny Har- 
mon’s shop Vacherie would never 
know once had Hansen’s disease, 
cept for slight depression between the 
thumb and first finger his left hand, 
the disease left him without mark. 

Since took residence Vach- 
erie, Johnny doesn’t have much time 
for social gatherings. 

“Heck,” said, get 
much fun out going somewhere with- 
out Anne. take the kids out and buy 
them ice cream and visit with their 


neighbors, That’s the way enjoy my- 
from the New Or- 
leans States, June 19, 1954 (Abridged), 
Photos, courtesy New _Orleans States. 
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George senior Journal- 
student Louisiana State Univer- 
sity, Baton Rouge. Since his article, 
and Carville” appearedin THE 
STAR (April 1954), George has become 
inierested our work, One Saturday 
morning recently, while visiting THE 
STAR office, George met Johnny Pin- 
der who had dropped talk over 
some Legion business. usual Johnny 
aiso brought his favorite subject— 
birds. Johnny talked. George listened 
came with clever little story. 


Ed. 


the springtime life, when the 
average young man’s fancy lightly turns 
thoughts baseball, football golf, 
johnny Pinder’s thoughts are more than 

Johnny, who came Carville the 
Spring 1951, became interested 
birds back his youth Florida. 
had had interest wild-life before 
came Carville, and had trapped 
and raised birds boy, specializing 
parakeets. About two years ago 
began experimenting with single pair 
canaries from which has raised 11. 

But this doesn’t tell the complete 
story. Johnny has studied bird lore 
learn more their habits, and has ex- 
perimented with many crossings, includ- 
ing the mating German roller with 
American canary, which produced 
gold, yellow, orange and brown off- 
spring. these birds grow, studies 
them supplement the knowledge 
obtains through reading. this way 
developing his own techniques. 

intends soon obtain some 
more orioles, bluebirds, cardinals and 
other types, and, after further study 
their habits through reading and ob- 
servance, experiment with further 
parakeets which raising. said 
that had taught them talk, but 
added that great care and patience had 
taken such training. ex- 
plained that they had isolated 
about week after they left the nest. 
then took them into dark room 
and repeated the same words and 
phrases over and over them. After 
about five days, they began speak 
and soon became 

Johnny has also times experi- 
mented with feeding techniques, and 
has found that when birdseed proves 
inadequate, crushed hard-boiled eggs 
supplement their diets takes 
very close care all his birds and has 
resort feeding the young with 
tweezers. 


Bird Man 


George Saltzman 


“Strictly for the 


Johnny pictured here with some 
his fine feathered friends. 


has spent about $200 his birds 
since began raising them but has 
sold four canaries, may begin 
realize some monetary returns. How- 
ever, hastens add, that raising 
them, not selling them still 
objective. 

Johnny, like all other hobbyists, 
takes great interest his work, and en- 
joys having seen and admired 
others, However, has had 
pleasant experience with guest, and 
home. seems that one day 
johnny invited his friend 
bor, Stanley Stein over for visit. Stan- 
ley came, accompanied his proper 
Lostonian, Lowell Cabot Stein. Lack- 
ing the human eye for beauty, Bingo 
could only see the nests young birds 
edible delicacies. Before could 
stopped, had killed three 
assured, that Stanley’s next visit, 
Bingo will left behind, perhaps won- 
dering from his dog’s eye point 
why the birds are being raised not 
eaten. 

intersting feature Johnny’s 
work, which actually tribute it, 
the success has had with raising 
wild birds indoors. This has seldom 
been accomplished amateur orni- 
thologists. Regarding his indoor facili- 
Johnny now finding necessary 
expand. His first cages were located 
his porch, but there growing 
need for more facilities. therefore 
intends build more cages place 
his lawn, all which goes prove that 
even the birds have housing problems. 

Johnny veteran four years 
duty with the U.S. Army combat 
engineer during World War II. 
“chef gare, Voiture Locale 902” 


the Forty and Eight (fun 
society the American Prior 
his military life, was profession- 
cook and served that capacity for 
years. later took landscape 
gadening and likes photography an- 
other sideline. 

And so, Carville’s bird-man goes on, 
with his unique crossings, studies, and 
techniques, sometime the future 
you should run across some bird the 
likes which you have never seen, 
don’t think that you have found some- 
thing new. will probably only one 
Johnn’y offspring gone astray. 


Doubles Brass 


show biz, back the old days, 
irouper who played the band and 
then rushed backstage just before cur- 
tain time don grease paint and cos- 
tume was said “double brass.” Car- 
ville’s Joe Lino (above) doubles 
brass speak, Joe Adjutant 
the Local Spann Post 188, 
American Legion, and also 
Correspondant for Voiture Locale 902, 
Forty and Eight. Joe hard working, 
conscientious legionnaire with distin- 
guished service background. was 
the thick the South Pacific opera- 
tions during WWII 
Asiatic Campaign Medal with three 
Bronze Stars for the New Guinea, Leyte 
and South Philippines Campaigns, and 
other decorations. has been 
patient Carville since 1948. 


Correction Please 


our News and Needs page (STAR, June 
1954\, the address the Patna Mission 
Service was given 1110 West May Street, 
Chicago, The address should have 
read 1110 South May Street. are sorry 
and hope that none our readers were in- 
convenienced. Please contribu- 
‘ton is for the Hansen’s Disease Clinic, 
Nazareth Hospital, Mokameh Junction (Pat- 
District), India (see Mailbag). 


July-August 


— 
G 


Merci 


Beaucoup 


Voyageurs 


Expressions gratitude should not 
withheld until special occasion, 
such Thanksgiving Day, but should 
given the time they are deserved. 
While our correspondence 
the year, express apprecia- 
tion the Voyageurs the United 
Siates who devote their time and ener- 
our educational campaign 
Hansen’s disease, this the special time 
set aside make public acknow- 
jedgement the services this out- 
standing veterans’ organization, be- 
half patients. 

For the benefit those readers who 
are not familiar with the term Voya- 
geur hasten explain that this 
the title given members the Forty 
and Eight, the fun and honor society 
The American Legion. 

THE STAR dedicated educa- 
tional publicity our illness, and has 
been throughout its years life. 
the Promenade Nationale 1943, Jim 
Casserly and the late Fred Simonson, 
New Orleans, told the assembled Voya- 
geurs the humble beginnings our 
efforts and was then that 
Voiture Nationale adopted our program 
national project. Your continued 
confidence and our work has 
made possible for expand our 
ever widening scope 
until today have world-wide cov- 
erage almost 9,500. Because this 
continued backing the Forty and 
Light, from your national level right 
down through states and cities, more 
and more people are 
with the nature our illness 
and with this knowledge fear being 
replaced with intelligent understand- 
ing that while are ill, nonetheless 
are still people like yourselves, who 
wish only opportunity take our 
places the world, once have re- 
gained our health. 

prelude this year’s story 
your accomplishments our behalf, 
turned back through issues carrying 
former reports. While reviewing these 
past issues, noted many things in- 
ierest. was with heavy heart that 
that year year some our 
good friends have left for greener 
pastures, but the seeds they sowed 
our educational campaign continue 
bear fruit. 

was impressed with the great change 
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the appearance our publication 
switched from mimeograph ama- 
teur printing and today’s issues 
coming from our pressroom, These 
changes have been possible only because 
the modern printing equipment each 
you Voyageurs helped purchase 
through your contributions Voiture 
Nationale during the 1947-1948 term 
Chef Chemin Fer Guy Land, 
Miss., and Charlie Ardery, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, Correspondant 
Nationale. 

There warm glow when note 
some the same names Carville 
Chairmen early reports will 
contained this one. There friend- 
feeling rather close heart, when 
back over correspondence have 
had with you. Your fine letters compare 
with those from personal friends. ap- 
preciate your messages about mar- 
riage the family, the arrival 
brand new grandchild promotion 
your business, this sharing 
things with that has meant much, 
friendly sort way. 

While realizing that the editorial 
“we” preferable this type ar- 
ticle, utterly ignoring it, tor while 
each THE STAR staff deep- 
appreciative your interest and sup- 
port, actually have handled the cor- 
with you throughout the 
past years and personal feel- 
ings that wished express each 
you. You have showered with verbal 
bouquets and returning the com- 
pliment. 

customary for each year’s Chef 
Chemin Fer pay visit Car- 
ville. Thus far this year, our friend 
Chattanooga, Tenn., has not been here, 
but judging from press releases and let- 
ters from Voyageurs, has been doing 
lot talking about our educational 
campaign which may account for some 
the increased interest our work. 

While this year’s grand total shows 
increase only about 700 over the 
last report, certainly interesting 
note.the changes positions this an- 
nual tally, some instances states rare- 
heard from have come around 
higher places and yet those states that 
have maintained interest through 
the years remain high standing. This 
report covers States and the District 
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Nationale 


Columbia that have been represented 
this year our subscription records. 

Bearing all this mind, decided 
send each Grande Voiture with 
participation our educational 
campaign during the year Award 
Certificate Appreciation. Voi- 
tures Locale who have sent subscrip- 
tions totaling much 50% their 
endeavored learn which Voi- 
tures Locale have earned these small 
tributes through contact with Carville 
Grande Correspondants. 
our report closed June 30, 
had base this membership figures 
earlier than that date, not our in- 
tention deny award any group 
that has earned it; have been 
made you please furnish correc- 
tion. 

Claude Neeley, Tuscaloosa, has 
served Alabama chairman this year. 

mailed out bulletin along with 
sample copy our publication each 
Voiture the State requesting that 
subscriptions mailed time 
reach Christmas. are pleased 
find many school and public libra- 
ries the Alabama lists. Mr. Neely’s 
own Voiture 1060 with membership 
being sent them. 

Arkansas about doubled its totals this 
year, the first group being sent 
Grand Chef Jelks, Dorado. 
There were frequent letters from Jean 
DeCamp, Texarkana, and Carlos Car- 
well, Cherry 

Harry Goldsmith, Yuma, Arizona, 
one those Voyageurs whom have 
turned frequently for help, not nec- 
anything with subscrip- 
tions, but usually some other problem. 
addition always taking time out 
reply promptly such correspon- 
dence, maintains keen interest 
our educational campaign and secured 
more subscriptions this year than last. 
With members his Voiture, 14% 
were sent making 
oue those better than 100% 

Francis Miller, Grand Voiture 174, 
District Columbia, didn’t let his hos- 
pitalization for spinal injury keep 
him idle. one his letters men- 
tioned that our friend Watson Mil- 
ler was address the Voyageurs Car- 
ville. one could know the subject 
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STA! 


Don Kershaw, Massachusetts, and 
STAR display 


Carville any better than 

Drury Dixon, West 
sent subscription from his Florida 
Voiture 290 last also heard 
Voiture 202, Orlando, this year. 

Carville Chairmen come 
professions. This year’s Georgia 
man was Chief Police Ben Wat- 
kins, Macon. have been wondering 
maybe Voyageurs were bit afraid 
say “no” his request for their for 
subscription. any rate Georgia, one 
the first states enter our educa- 
tional campaign years ago, 
tinued the drive this year. 

letter from Dr. David Bokhol, 
Freeport, Illinois, always challenge 
us, Dr. Bokhof, young years, 
ardent tennis player. When 
asked how remained active re- 
plied, “Keep yourselves cheerful 
maybe you will youthful 85, too.” 

When renewing his own subscription 
for the next two years, Dickinson, 
Overland Park, Kansas, 
our social service fund. 

could become verbose when speak- 
ing Louisiana because know 
many these men personally and 
ize that was from within this Grande 
Voiture that our work began its spread 
other states, Surely each one you 
knows how feel about your friend- 
ship over many, many years for 
have had the opportunity talk 
over with you. need something 
done hurry phone Frank Ne- 
som, Baton Rouge, and after 
moments conversation hang the 
receiver confident that will 
died. When bookkeeping problem 
arises can contact McCormick, 
Lloyd Adams, New Orleans, ready 
lend hand. could compile long list 
“of Louisiana Voyageurs and their ever 
willing help, but shall save these mes- 
sages until their next visits. 

must express our grati- 


“Jack” Stout, Texas 


man the Joint Welfare Committee 
The American Legion and Auxiliary, 
that generous check that sent an- 
assist with the educational 
These funds enable 
employ extra help from within the pa- 
tient body assist with the mammoth 
job assembly and stapling those 
thousands issues each month. Crow- 
ley Voiture 1351 deserves special men- 
tion for they have sent about one- 
half the subscriptions from this state, 

Harry Lines, Laurel, Maryland, 
took over the reins Carville Chair- 
man his state this year. the Spring, 
sent mimeographed bulletin all 
Voyageurs with subscription blank at- 

About three-fourths the Mississippi 
subscriptions are credited 
1426 and were sent Correspon- 
iant Ralph Katz, Starkville. 

Not only does Don Kershaw, Tewks- 
bury, Mass., keep our educational pro- 
before Voyageurs his own state, 


Elmer Smith, Clawson, Mich., Voiture 811 


Otto Brimberry, Battle Creek, Mich., Voi- 
ture 181 maintains 
record 


but spreads the word every opportun- 
ity other Grande Voitures. Don’s 
work Tewksbury State Hospital and 
infirmary frequently brings him con- 
tact with doctors and nurses 
needed, never fails introduce prop- 
terminology them. one his 
letters told about Dr, Nicolonghi, 
who before coming the States had 
been specializing tropical diseases 
Rome, Italy. noted that Dr. Nico- 
tonghi used only the term Hansen’s dis- 
ease. When inquired about this, Dr. 
Nicolonghi replied, the correct 
name, even medical students use 

Again this year, have worked with 
Byrnes, Louis, Voiture 38, and 
Mahoney, St. Louis County, 
Voiture 448. These two Voyageurs are 
hard workers our educational 
paign and both Voitures see that 
school, hospital and public libraries are 
not overlooked. Their work along with 
other Voitures throughout the State has 
resulted larger total this year. 

George Buland, Omaha, Nebraska, 
Chet Chemin Fer 1952, has not 
forgotten his Carville visit. Before his 
Voiture 206, gave talk about the 
nospital and our publication which 
netted subscriptions one time. 
Cochran, Nortolk, wrote last Au- 
gust that had toured the hospital 
one Sunday afternoon. sincerely re- 
gret not meeting him, but whoever 
toured Cochran did fine job 
for left deep impression him. 

was nice hear from New Mexico 
this year. were pleased have 
Grand Chef Joe Staley, Santa Fe, 
send group subscriptions. 

Last fall, James Forsyth, Portland, 
Oregon, and Layton, Astoria, vis- 
ited. were pleased meet these 
Voyageurs with whom 
ponded for quite some time, 

Ohio did good job gaining 
ground this year, Frank Brown, Lima, 
Voiture 366, sent list for the li- 
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California’s LaVaque, who dreamed all up, and Smith, who made the dream 
reality, with five Voitures 100°/ and sixteen earning citations 


Alliance, Voiture 925, sent group 
doctors. Holman, Chillicothe, 
Voiture 43, relayed quite few for 
scriptions included: Eugene Hill, Mar- 
tins Ferry, Voiture 139; Walter Dickes, 
Canton, Voiture 10; Wayne Sickel, Cal- 
edonia, Voiture 48; Drennen, 
Marietta; Garrison, Van Wert, 
voiture 154. Ken Barry, Cleveland, 
Voiture 11, and Clarke Wells, Toledo, 
kept busy, too, Interest Ohio has 
grown since the visit Will Irwin, 
Cleveland, some years 

Rennett Braude, M.D., was Direc- 
tor Voiture Activities Pennsylvan- 
year, and Carville Chairman. The 
Grande Voiture handled 
tions for hospital libraries they have 
former years. 

Richard Bentley, Fairmont, was 
charge the West Virginia drive. 
ardent worker and did good job, 

was mid-September that 
first heard from Jack Wilson, Mil- 
waukee, Grand Correspondant Wis- 
consin. Then groups 
began reaching us, sometimes mailed 
Wilson and other times Wal- 
Wootrich, Shorewood, Correspon- 
Voiture 85. From them 
learned that Herman Stein, Milwaukee, 
“had taken upon himself secure 
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these subscriptions throughout the 
When state with only sub- 
scription last year can come where 
they are this year—that’s news. 

once had woman patient who 
spoke the newspaper from her former 
now shall write about the 
forts “maiden home-state” 
Texas. “Jack” Stout, Corpus 
Christi, was appointed Grand Chef 
George Broome, Amarillo, Car- 
ville Chairman again this year. 
Stout’s own Voiture 1049 paid for 
subscriptions for doctors, schools and 
Jefferson County Voiture 312, 
was taken over the top 100% Dale 
Beaumont. sent the 
membership list 131 with check at- 
Voiture 542, San Antonio, was 
reminded our work often men like 
Henry Palmie and Joe Rowley, Joe sent 
service program, too. Other Texas Voi- 
tures heard from frequently included: 
Voiture 1185, Fort Worth; Voiture 939, 
Wichita Falls; Voiture 175, Austin; 
Vaiture 514, Dallas and Voiture 163, 
Houston., 

With the exception Jim Sheppard. 
for brief period, not 
recall having worked with anyone 
South Carolina but Tom Williams, 
Columbia. The Tom Williams 
Award for STAR subscriptions, which 


Nick Erdelatz, Voiture 27, San Francisco, 
got out and sold 301 subscriptions 
been won two years Edgefield 
went Kershaw Voiture 1444 this year 
(the baby Voiture) according “The 
the Palmetto Grande Vot- 
ture. Tom wrote that Voitures 
South Carolina, had cooperated 
THE STAR program—and that 
certainly worthy mention 
Orangeburg Voiture 1282; Horry Voi- 
ture 1316; Newberry Voiture 1342: 
Voiture 1389; Kershaw Voi- 
ture 1444 and Richland Voiture 1025 
have records entitling them Citations 
for 50% better subscriptions. 


q 


Aad wt 


Tom Voiture 47, Los Angeles, 
tireless worker, this year turned 402 
subscriptions 
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Sam Altman, New York City, Voi- 
ture has handled the Carville Chair- 
again this year. Bronx Voi- 
ture 533, under William Klinghoffer’s 
chairmanship, has kept subscriptions 
coming our way. When renewing his 
own subscription Fred Bedell, Thiels, 
New York, made contribution our 
social service funds. Fines collected 
the Grande Promenade were sent 
again this year add our social serv- 
ice work. Albany Voiture 386 and Kings 
County Voiture both sent checks 
applied our mending project for 
handicapped women patients. 

Shortly after the Promenade Nation- 
ale St. Louis last August, Gilbert 
Winders, Winston-Salem, N.C., 
Grand Chef Gare wrote: “For the 
fourth consecutive year, have served 
the Voiture Activities Committee 
you know, were surpassed 
New York and Michigan subscrip- 
tions THE are going 
make concerted effort remedy this 
situation during the year 1954, 
not like take second place 
state our efforts your Last 
November, John King, Durham, 
Grand Correspondant, sent the first 
large group North Carolina sub- 
scriptions and told that co-chairmen 
were being appointed. Shelton Camp- 
bell, Hickory, and George Bartholo- 
mew, Wilson, assumed responsibility 
for STAR subscriptions, Six Voitures 
the State have earned Citations and 
two them, Rocky Mt. 1257 and War- 
saw 1422, have around 200% representa- 
tion our circulation files. Many 
the Voitures have handled library sub- 
scriptions and others hospitals. 

The Michigan chairmanship held last 
year Elmer Smith, Clawson, which 
led that State top honors, this year 
was turned over LaVern Cole, Eaton 
Rapids. Mr. Cole was handicapped 
long period hospitalization, but 
Voitures functioned well the subscrip- 
tion campaign. According percent- 
ages furnished Widenhoefer, 
Sault Ste. Marie, Grand Publiciste, six 
Voitures have earned citations and 
these, Voitures 1332; 181 and 811 have 
better than 100% averages. 

While know that Michigan has 
many outstanding Voyageurs, have 
singled out two men for special men- 
tion this report. First, Elmer Smith 
who did such tremendous job last 
year has kept his Voiture membership 
and subscriptions better than even 
addition, has fine record 
service his Voiture and his Post. 
served Chaplain his Post for 
years, Aumonier Voiture 811 for 
years and Legion District 
for years. That should give our read- 


insight into this outstanding 
Voyageur, man that the Grand 
ture can justifiably take pride in. 
mer has furnished with complete 
typed lists names and addresses, great- 
simplifing the guessing game cor- 
spelling names and streets, 

Otto Brimberry, Battle Creek, Cor- 
respondant Voiture 181, has also 
made our work easier, Mr. 
served every office his Voiture 
end Grand Correspondant 
siate. Voiture passed 
that when membership dues were paid 
extra assessment was due, cover- 
ing subscription THE STAR, With 
this set-up, Voiture 
maintains 100% standing our rec- 
ords. record that they take pride 
for they feel that every Voyageur 
kept well informed about our illness 
and our lives. When commenting 
this procedure, Brimberry wrote, 
have but one recommendation 
make—that all Voitures the same.” 
Voiture 181 does not neglect any other 
project handling STAR subscriptions 
but plays active part all civic, 
school, youth and welfare programs 
while supporting all Legion projects 
the Third District Michigan. 

How does one about giving prop- 
credit state having subscrip- 
tions last year that turns with all 
out drive everyone the Voi- 
tures resulting list subscriptions 
that keeps running the Address- 
ograph for hours complete the thir- 
teen packed trays stencils. These 
trays represent almost one-fifth those 
our entire circulation cabinets. 
the beginning, want say that. 
while appreciate these any 
and states, was badly needed 
and long overdue California that 
received more than warm welcome. 
Quite number patients have come 
from that Western state and there 
great need education make pos- 
sible for them again assume 
mal life their former homes. 

The idea all out campaign 
California was dream 
LaVaque, Escondido, Grande Chef 
Gare, this year. has been lite- 
time subscriber our publication since 
its early years. The only other life-time 
subscriber alsoa California Voyageur, 
Arthur Lindborg, Voiture 27, Sau 
Francisco. Upon assumin office, 
Grand Chef LaVaque wrote us, 
was determined that should 
fortunate attain this office 
THE STAR would receive the atten- 
tion and effort from our Voyageurs ihat 
justly deserves.” With this mind 
selected top-notch salesman 
serve Carville Chairman, Willard 


Smith, Alternate Cheminot Nationale, 
balawin Park, the beginning Smitty 
(and that’s what his friends call 
wrote very humble letter asking 
thought would alright for him 
set goal 1,000 subscriptions from 
California did have better sug- 
offer. Having heard such 
before, and noting California’s 
past figures, must admit was skepti- 
cal that the goal could 
Nonetheless, subscription blanks and 
semple copies our publication were 
sent with the suggestion that try. 

Then things began happening fast 
that new filling arrangement Cali- 
fornia had worked out, The cabi- 
net that used for all Forty and Eight 
and Auxiliary correspondence just 
wouldn’t do. California was placed 
special file. 

Recently Smitty wrote this 
warming message, can truthfully say 
that this year has been one the hap- 
piest life, have visited 
Voiture the State, met many fine 
Voyageurs and made many wonderful 
friendships. The friendships that cher- 
ish the most, outside California, are 
with you people who work THE 
STAR. The project California this 
year was your publication. Makes 
feel better that ten feet tall have 
had the chairmanship such project. 
great deal humbleness goes along 
with this feeling, for realize that with- 
out the support the Voyageurs 
work would have been nil.” 

While there isn’t Voiture Voy- 
the entire State who doesn't 
deserve great praise for his efforts 
our educational campaign this year, 
here citing three Voyageurs ad- 
dition LaVaque and Smith. 
Nick Erdelatz, Voiture San Fran- 
cisco, who secured 
and Navarro, Voiture Los 
Angeles, who scored 402 subscriptions, 
must have sat nights figuring out 
ways get them. Then there Har- 
old Pool, Voiture 1336, Los Angeles, 
who turned fee had earned for 
additional subscriptions which amounts 
giving his legal services gratis. 

decided that the Smiths must 
have all over the Joneses anyone 
else. Last year was Elmer Smith who 
led Michigan victory, 
fornia this spot way top our 
annual report. doff your chapeaux 
whenever you meet Smith for he, too, 
may winner the making, 

always urge you throughout 
the coming year signify your Forty 
and Eight affiliation your subscrip- 
tion blank letter. There other 
way for know your membership 
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such outstanding organization, 

closing report, want wish 
for each you God’s richest blessings 
health and happiness. 


Summary Forty and Eight Subscrip- 
tions States: 
July 1953, through June 30, 


1953 1954 
California 2,016 
Michigan 1,446 773 
North Carolina 716 628 
New York 826 526 
South Carolina 627 462 
Texas 336 362 
Georgia 382 326 


Ohio 195 281 
Missouri 216 265 
Arizona 106 173 
Pennsylvania 279 115 
Massachusetts 158 110 
265 
Louisiana 115 
Alabama 
Wisconsin 
Arkansas 
Mississippi 
Nebraska 
Oregon 
Florida 
West Virgini 
Kansas 
New Mexico 


Vermont 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Minnesota 
Kentucky 
North Dakota 
Rhode Island 
New Jersey 
New Hampshire 
Tennessee 
Washington 
Colorado 
South Dakota 
Virginia 


6,079 


*States not listed not have subscriptions 
from Voyageurs far know. 


Auxiliary’s Unlimited 


When the beautiful outdoor furniture 
the patio was accepted the hospi- 
from the American Legion Auxiliary 
May, Dr, Gordon, Medical Of- 
Charge, remarked, “It just 
seems that the generosity the Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary knows end. 
was only short time ago that ac- 
cepted the chairs for our ballroom and 
tonight behalf the Administration 
want express appreciation the 
\merican Legion Auxiliary for 
‘snazzy’ furniture.” Mrs. Mae Hunni- 
cutt, Muskogee, Okla., was here make 
the presentation. 

Dr. Gordon was absolutely correct 
about the generosity this organiza- 
tion. They are constantly. doing some- 
thing make life more pleasant for us. 
was April that the American Le- 
gion Auxiliary, under the presidency 
Mrs. Harold Burdette, Brooklyn, New 
York, sponsored coast coast broad- 
cast entitled, Stranger, and Alone,” 
was the story the problems facing 
discharged patient from this hospital. 
This was done better acquaint 
segment the public with the great 
need the discharged Hansen’s disease 
patient accepted his community. 

While recent incident fresh 
mind want share with our 
The Spann Post 188 was 
presented Buick station wagon the 
National American Legion Auxiliary 
early third one, each re- 
placing older one that was traded in. 
Under the national presidency Mrs. 
Campbell, Homer, La., fund was 
pay upkeep expenses and gas 
bills operate the car. This gas fund 
handled Aline Stribbling, president 
the Spann Unit 188. addi- 
tion taking patients from their 
homes authorized vacations, the 
Buick also used Sunday afternoons 
for rides for handicapped patients. The 
driver, selected the medical staff, 
Hank Simon, peace-time Navy man 
with record four years military 
service. particularly humid Sun- 
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day afternoon recently, was with Hank 
assist the patients from wheel chairs 
into the car. For the four people sched- 
uled for the ride this was outstand- 
ing event and entirely different Sun- 
day afternoon than they would have 
normally spent, They were full excit- 
ing talk, asking suggestions where 
for the most enjoyable time, 
helped them into the car gabbed 
right along with them entering into 


their spirit exhilaration, Then off 
drove the station wagon, their voices 
fading the distance. But when they 
returned some three hours later, they 
were full chatter about their ride 
before the trip. cannot give too 
praise those women the Aux- 
who thought the idea these Sun- 
day rides and the fine way which 
they are handled the local unit. 

Last September heard from Mrs. 
Mayer, Jackson Heights, New 
York, sending along contribution 
from her Unit 460 
tween our social service and mending 
projects. Helen and her Unit never for- 
get our various funds, 

When Mrs. John Newberry, Jeffer- 
son, Missouri, accompanied 
band, Chef Chemin Fer, John 
Newberry (1953) his Carville visit 
last July, Margaret Newberry’s gracious 
manner attracted everyone. Her talk 
Carville before her own Roscoe 
Unit No. prompted number 
subscriptions THE STAR and 
contributions the stamp project 
maintained the local auxiliary unit 
for needy patients. 

Grace Nadeau, Department Secre- 
tary, Department Panama, Canal 
Zqne, sent check early this year 
from the Elbert Waid Unit 
used our radio repairs project. 

our own state Louisana there 
much comment on. The Wiley-Pevy 
Unit Minden, has again this year un- 
derwritten the cost reader for the 
blind men patients. This group men 


enjoy all the news from the world 
sports. The Rayne, La., Unit sent con- 
tribution the mending project, for 
handicapped women patients. The Lou- 
isiana Department generously supported 
our educational program again this year 
with sizeable check used se- 
cure extra help when the work piles up. 
Mrs. (Mom) Miller, Shreveport, 
began her STAR subscription drive 
right after the last reports were 
She secures her subscriptions from Voy- 
ageurs, Auxiliary members 
friends. Mom very considerately keeps 
track all the subscriptions she sends 
and the last figure shows 123 for this 
period. This being salesman but 
who could resist Mom’s sales pitch. God 
bless her. 

Other services the Auxiliary may 
not clearly seen but they are going 
constantly. Units throughout the na- 
tion have been alerted the reasons 
for our publication, THE STAR, and 
subscriptions have been sent from 
our states, District Columbia, 
Alaska and the Canal Zone this year. 
There has been increase subscrip- 
tions over the 1953 report, for grand 
total 700 Auxiliary subscriptions. 

For your continued interest and 
support our work, your fine letters 
and friendly visits, great big thank 
Now for the summary STAR 
subscriptions from July 1953 through 
June 30, 1954: 

Louisiana 211; Oregon 91; Missouri 
47; Texas 46; North Dakota 40; Cali- 
fornia 34; Ohio 30; Mississippi 25; New 
York 24; Colorado 23; Alaska 20; Mon- 
tana 15; Illinois 12; Nebraska Florida 
South Dakota Canal Zone In- 
diana Georgia New Hampshire 
Kansas Iowa Kentucky Mary- 
land New Jersey North Carolina 
Vermont Nevada New Mexico 
Virginia Washington West Vir- 
ginia Wisconsin and one each 
from Alabama, Arkansas, District 
Columbia, Maine, Oklahoma, and Wy- 
oming. 
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Without ever losing sight the wel- 
veterans hospitalized here, the 
American Veterans Auxiliary 
has maintained interest all the 
patients, through many years. 

Mrs. Catherine Early, Dallas, Texas, 
National Commander the DAV Aux- 
iliary, visited here December. the 
same time, Mrs. Wooster Lust, Lake 
Charles Department Commander the 
Auxiliary, and her husband, Louis Lust, 
Department Commander the Dis- 
abled American Veterans, their 
visit our community. 

While touring the group through the 
hospital, stopped the Library 
show them the set Encyclopedia Brit- 
annica with the Dolly Secord Memorial 
each volume, gift the 
DAV Auxiliary. the Bamboo Room 
told them that the phonograph 
combination was presented the hos- 
pital the Department Louisiana 
several years ago. the offices 
THE STAR, new typewriter and 
large file cabinet, gifts the Depart- 
ment Pennsylvania, were pointed out. 
Mrs. Early remarked, had not real- 
ized before how much the people 
this hospital remember and appreciate 
the services our organization,” 

This group women remembers 
each veteran Christmas, and assists 
them with their annual Armistice Day 
observance, send flowers for both Chap- 
ais and the Club Lounge Easter, 
well contributing other worth- 
while endeavors. This work carried 
through our good friend, Mrs. 
rence Green, Kalamazoo, Mich., nation- 
hospital chairman. 

During this past year, number 
Units sent checks toward the purchase 
organ for the Protestant Chapel, 
others have assisted the women the 
local American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
with their postage and gas projects. 

The Department Massachusetts be- 
gan THE STAR’s radio repair fund 
the time their national convention, 
and the Wenatchee, Washington, Unit 
has added it. The Detroit, Michigan, 
Unit contributed our last commun- 
ity Christmas party and the Seattle, 
Washington, Unit purchased group 
STAR subscriptions for libraries. The 
juke box record fund has benefitted 
checks from Beloit, Wisconsin, and 
Grand Forks, North Dakota. Funds 
from National Headquarters Colo- 
rado Springs have been much as- 
sistance with the mending program for 
handicapped women patients, and the 
Temple City, Unit has also 
helped with this worthwhile program 
that THE STAR sponsors. 

addition all the above many 


the women the Disable American 
Veterans Auxiliary have subscribed 
our publication annual basis. 
This simple message written 
tribute wonderful women’s organ- 
ization who have the interest hospi- 
talized veterans their 


Acknowledgment 


acknowledge with appreciation 
STAR from Mrs. Paul Retz- 
Colonel Rarey. Appropriately, 
the contribution has been used un- 
derwrite subscriptions THE STAR 
for the libraries four medical schools 
the Philippines, all Manila, the 
University the Philippines, the Uni- 
versity Santo Tomas, Manila Cen- 
tral University, Far Eastern University, 
and the library the Emory Univer- 
sity School Medicine, Atlanta, 


Study Tour 


Rev. Harold Etter, general direc- 
tor organization known The 
International Christian Leprosy Mis- 
sion tour the Far East, Europe 
and Africa study more effective ways 
which combat Hansen’s disease. 


Dr. George Taylor, 70, Lon- 
don, died April aboard the freighter, 
Canada Mail off Japan. was return- 
ing from visit the mission field. 
Dr. Taylor established the Happy 
Mount (Hansen’s disease settlement) 
Formosa. 
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New State Commander DAV 
Carville 


Warmest congratulations are 
the new Louisiana state commander 
the Disabled American Veterans, 
Ory Poret, Baton The 35- 
year old state employee the youngest 
ouisiana commander the history 
the organization. 

member Capital City Chapter 
with which Carville DAV 
bers are affiliated, Poret explained that 
occasional visits are made Carville 
Baton Rouge members have talks 
with their comrades here. They are not 
forgotten time either, 
gifts are presented annually Car- 
ville vets the Capital City Chapter. 

Poret has twice escorted visiting na- 
tional DAV commanders visits here, 
well other visits with auxiliary of- 
ficers. 

Concerning the work the DAV, 
Poret said, “Disabled American Vet- 
chapters Louisiana almost 
daily visit hospitalized ex-servicemen 
and render other volunteer assistance, 
hope that can accomplish least 
minimum the needs the disabled 
veterans during the coming year. 
any time that can service Car- 
ville, would honored and would 
consider privilege,” added. 

THE STAR extends its best wishes 
tor the continued success and fine work 
the DAV under its new commander. 
has the respect and confidence 
every citizen who has had the opportun- 
ity see the service and assistance pro- 
vided this organization. 


also extend our heartiest congrat- 
ulations Mrs. Margaret D’Angelo, 
New Orleans, new commander the 
DAV Auxiliary, department Louisi- 
ana, and Mrs. Pearl Lucas, Baton 
Rouge, new senior 
Mrs. D’Angelo and Mrs. Lucas are well- 
known and well-liked Carville. They 
have visited here many times and both 
have special interest this hospital 
and our educational program. 


BATON ROUGE 
Shop 


Phone 


Kindly furnish both old and new addresses 
when requesting THE STAR change 
your stencil. 
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Louisiana’s Top Forty and Eighter 
Honor Guest Local Voyageurs 


naire-plus.” ‘This definition was given 
Percy Shipp, Grand Chef Gare (1953- 
1954) the Grand Voiture Lou- 
isiane, Societe des Quarante Hom- 
Huit Chevaux, his speech be- 
fore the Louisiana Department conven- 
tion the American Legion, Baton 
Rouge, July 23. think the Chef him- 
fits his own definition 

Mr. Shipp might have joined friends 
for outing the country July 
might have taken advantage 
the holiday just relax home from 
his business and civic duties. did 
neither, Instead with Mrs. Shipp and 
Mrs. “Mom” Miller, Carville 
Chairman for Lowe-McFarlane Unit 
No. 14, ALA, drove 253 miles over 
the hot dusty highway from Shreveport 
Carville for visit with fellow voya- 
geurs here and honor guest 
given Voiture Locale 902, For- 
Eight for the entire patient body. 


With Mrs. Shipp the left him and 
Mrs. “Mom” Miller the right him, 
Louisiana’s Grand Chef Gare (1953-54) 
Percy Shipp, Shreveport, good com- 
pany. wonder smiling. 


The party was slated for the Patio 
but the rains came and there was 
quick switch the ballroom. 

One Carville’s staunch pillars, Sou 
Chef Chemin Fer Passe, Sam Ru- 
bin, flew down from Monroe attend 
the party and was given warm and 
welcome. Mr. Rubin presented 
the winning couple the prize waltz 
contest with beautiful gift. 

petite fours red, white 
and blue motif were served Mrs. 
Dayries and Mrs, Dora Hitzman 
Nicholson Unit, ALA, Baton Rouge. 
Nesom, Baton Rouge, Chairman 
the Grand Voiture’s Carville Coor- 
Committee usual made all 
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Whenever and wherever 
needed, Frank always there. 

the course the evening meet- 
ing the Carville Coordinating Com- 
mittee with local voyageurs was held 
the Bambo Room, Several members 
this committee could not present be- 
cause commitments, The 
visitors were introduced Joe Lino, 
Correspondant for Voiture Locale 902. 

was Mr. and Mrs. Shipp’s first 
visit Carville. found Mrs. Shipp 
and gracious. for the Grand 
Chef, are accord with mutual 
friend who said Percy Shipp, “he 
man high principle, personal in- 
tegrity and stubborn honesty.” 

Carville has gained another friend. 


Miller’s vigorcus personality was 
high gear she told her many Carvilie 
friends “I’m glad here.” course, 
Mom made much stronger than that. The 
enthusiastic reception which greeted her 
remarks spoke for itself. Mike Merriam and 
his band, Baton Rouge, seen the back- 
ground, played for dancing. 


The 5th July party was made pos- 
sible because the generous annual 
contribution for entertainment sent 
Locale 902 Voiture Nation- 
ale. This fund administered the 
Carville Coordinating Committee 
the Grand Voiture Louisiana and 
the entertainment provides 
not only for veterans but for the en- 
tire patient the “barbecue” 
Veterans Day coming 11). 


here according official 
They include, WWI, 
participated both WWII and 
Spanish American War 
and Peace time veteran, 


Sorority Officers Come Calling 


The 


informality was the keynote our chat 
Wit’s End with officers Delta Sigma 
Epsilon. Left right, Mrs. Brown, Mrs. 
Gamble, Mrs. Fisher and Mrs. Stout. 


For many years, Delta 
len, national collegiate sorority, has 
outstanding social service 
butions the welfare and happiness 
Carville’s handicapped patients. 
ence the Gulf Coast May, they de- 
cided come Carville way before going 
heme. Dropping May 31, were 
Mrs. Brown, Orinda, California, 
Director Collegiate Activities; Mrs, 
Ralph Gamble, Los Angeles, California, 
er, Pittston, Pennsylvania, Director 
Alumnae Chapters; and Mrs. 
Stout, Hattiesburg, Mississippi, Panhel- 
lenic Delegate. 

The Sorority officers spent several 
hours here meeting with the Jolly So- 
cial Club whose members are their spec- 
ial concern. the name the Sorority, 
Mrs. Stout presented THE STAR with 
check for $100 use “you deem 
best.” have placed this much ap- 
preciated contribution one THE 
STAR’s most tapped social service proj- 
ects—the radio repairs fund. 
ect enables finance the upkeep 
radios belonging our needy patients 
and occasionally supply new radio, 
Mrs. Stout has visited Carville before 
but for the others, this was “first.” 
One the visitors, Mrs. Fisher said, 
al! our members could visit the hospi- 
tal, then know they would really 
bang-up job for there nothing like 
personal glimpse and chat with the 
people you are trying help,” re- 
gret that Miss Elizabeth Daniel, Na- 
tional President the Sorority, who has 
long had deep interest Carville and 
especially THE STAR’s educational 
program was unable make the trip 
Carville this time. 


Read and pass along THE STAR 
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Chinese-American Students Excel 
American History Test 


We, the citizens the United States 
have great heritage. Our country has 
shown the greatest political, 
cal and social development any coun- 
try the world. Our people are born, 
live and die free. And yet, the fact that 
have such freedom, and have lived 
with all our lives may the very 
reason why may times take our 
great land for granted. may tend 
forget that although are free, the 
same condition does not exist through- 
out the world and for that reason 
may slip into kind doldrums con- 
cerning our liberty, 

This point was made 
clear test conducted the school 
here May this year, sponsored 
the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Spann Unit was American- 
ism test, dealing with subjects the 
history and government the United 
States, well the discovery and ex- 
ploration our continent. The contest 
was open all students here and fif- 
teen them participated. 

The results were somewhat surpris- 
ing. The winners were Henry Lee and 
Walter Seid, two Chinese-American boys 
who scored near perfect grades. Out 
possible sixty-three points, Henry 
scored sixty-one and three fourths 
take first place, while Walter was sec- 
ond fraction sixty-one. 

There perhaps simple 
tion for the seemingly puzzling out- 
come. Both Henry and Walter know 
what means live China, which 
recent years, has been torn politi- 
cal strife and bitter civil war, where 
friend sometimes pitted against 
friend, battle satisfy grasping 
enemy. Therefore, since they have not 
always been sure their freedom, 
that much more precious them now. 

Walter, the older, 
China twenty-five years ago. came 
the United States six years ago and 
settled About year lat- 
er, found had Hansen’s disease 
when noticed spots his arm and 
went doctor for check-up. 
came Carville February 1949, 
with little understanding English, 
physically weak, and with low morale, 

the valediction given him his 
graduation from the high school here 
praised his friends and teachers for 
the patience, understanding, and en- 
they gave him when 
needed most. further praised the 
Public Health Service, not only for his 
medical treatments, but also for his edu- 
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Walter Seid 
cation. 

His speech read, part, “In the four 
years high school, have learned 
about our country, its democratic sys- 
tem government the people and 
the rights guaranteed all 
the Constitution. are free work, 
speak, and love desire, and 
pray and live believe, Let 
not forget our great debt our gov- 
ernment. can repay this debt 
becoming useful citizens,” 

Henry, twenty-three, was born 
San Francisco, the age two, 
was returned China where lived 
until four years ago. came Ar- 
kansas 1950. learned had Han- 
sen’s disease while undergoing 
cal examination prior induction in- 
the United States Army 1952. 
was first sent the Army hospital 
Hot Springs, and May that year 
was sent here. 

good student who especially 
likes mathematics and journalism. 
works our intramural paper, and 
house for the Chinese 
House the Patients’ Federation. 

Both boys are very active, although 
slightly different ways. Walter likes 
fish, listen music (both classical 
and popular), cook and tend his gar- 
den. specializing commercial 
subjects, such bookkeeping, typing, 
short-hand and the like. Henry especial- 
likes read and used play quite 
does Walter, but says that doesn’t 
mind helping with the 

The boys also have quite bit 
common. They enjoy the movies, vol- 
leyball, current events, and ping pong. 
Walter has, for two years, been the 
champion ping pong player. They both 
like draw and have won two ribbons 
each prizes the Arts and Crafts 


Show sponsored the Point Clair 
Club. They are well liked and 
have quite few friends. 

the future, the boys are not 
Guite sure themselves. They 
they can leave Carville, but they are 
preparing for that day now, perfect- 
ing their English, and further study, 

Someone once said, “The things come 
hardest are the things which will 
longest such the case, 
Walter and Henry will have 
deep appreciation their future 
for things have come hard for them 
long time. But Walter put 
closing his valediction, the 
commencement new life—a life that 
will better equip for future respon- 
sibilities and that will make better 
citizens.” 


Graduation Exercises Held 


The Public Health Service High 
School here held its graduation exer- 
cises the theatre the evening 
July 30, only the second time PHS 
history that has been Walter 
Seid was the sole member the 
graduating class, However, the program 
was impressive there had 
score graduates. 

Dr. Robert, Dean, College 
Fducation, Louisiana State University, 
Rouge, gave the commencement 
address. Dean talk was inspira- 
tional, Vicky Boudreaux and Buddy 
Iglacies graduated from the eight grade 
enter high school. Vicky gave the 
Salutatory and Buddy spoke 
School Has Done for Me.” Processional 
music was played Sister Laura 
Stricker. Resident chaplains, Father 
Boudreaux offered the Invocation and 
Kev. Carl Elder gave the Benedic- 
tion, Certificates and diplomas were 
presented the Executive Officer 
this hospital, Dr. Rolla Wolcott, 
Lions Club Awards were presented 
Hank Simon, president Point Clair 
Lions Club. Henry Lee won the award 
for school attendance and Betty Lou 
Thomas the one for school progress. 

The graduation prom the patio 
with music Mickey Schittone, Baton 
Rouge, was sponsored Spann 
Unit 188, American Legion Auxiliary. 


When sending your new address, 
kindly include, old ad- 
dress. This assistance lo- 
cating your stencil our files. 


July-August 1954 


| 
4 q 
j 
| | 
| 


Lions Install Officers 


Lake Johansen, favorite spot for 
picnics, was decked with the American 
and the Pt. Clair Lions Club 
for the ladies night meeting 
june 26, when installation officers 
tock place, The incoming District Gov- 
McDermott, New Roads, 
was expected for the meeting but 
his absence Francis Holliday, past 
president the Baton Rouge Down- 
Lions Club, took over this duty. 
Mr. Holliday, long-time friend 
patients, was one the men be- 
the application Lions Interna- 
tional that secured charter for the 
Pt. Clair Club some four years ago. 

Darryl Broussard, outgoing president, 
gave resume the past year’s accom- 
plishments and presented citation 
Louis Boudreaux who had been selected 
“Lion the Year,” 

Mr. Holliday spoke briefly 
pride the accomplishments the Pt. 
Clair Club saying, “In the beginning 
this club told each you not be- 
come Lions for what you could get out 
it, but for what you could put 
it. Evidently you heeded that warning 
the resume the year’s work bears 
testimony that progress. With such 
high ideals you will continue grow, 


Hank Simon newly-elected president 


the Point Clair Lions Club being con- 
gratulated Francis Holliday the 
town Baton Rouge Lions Club. 

prosper and win the respect your 
community,” 

each elected officer was installed, 
Holliday charged him with the 
duties his post. When came time 
install the president, said, “One 
the happiest and finest privileges 
years work with the Lions in- 
stall the man you have elected serve 
president this year. Hank Simon was 
one first friends this commun- 


ity. has proved true friend 
and while our friendship goes back be- 
fore the formation this Lion Club 
has prospered and continued grow 
your Club has prospered and grown.” 

After few words acceptance, Pres- 
ident Simon presented award the 
outgoing secretary, Melchor Domingo, 
appreciation his four years serv- 
ice that post. Another award was 
presented Darryl Broussard recogniz- 
ing his work president. Pt. Clair 
Club has maintained record 100% at- 
tendance meetings, entitling all mem- 
bers least year’s standing re- 
ceive attendance pin. 

Officers for the 1954-55 term include: 
Hank Simon, President; Joe Santos, 
Vice-President;Chaplain Carl Elder, 
Second Vice President; Albert Landry, 
Third Vice-President; Daniel Reyes, 
Secretary; Joe Martinez, Treasurer; 
Sam Munoz, Tail Twister and Louis 
Lion Tamer. 

After the meeting had adjourned 
box lunch supper was served with cold 
drinks. Mrs, Holliday accompanied her 
husband our community for the in- 
stallation, Father Edward Boudreaux, 
Catholic Chaplain this hospital, was 
also guest. 


Major and Mrs. Hornsbostel Appear 
Broadcast 


The educational program undertaken 
THE STAR create better public 
understanding our problems received 
stimulating shot the arm June 
when Hansen’s disease was the sub- 
iect radio program entitled “My 
Stay Carville,” over WNAB, Bridge- 
port, Connecticut, station. Kenneth 
Buckingham, member the Public 
Relations Staff, Department 
necticut, American Legion, who 
charge the monthly show, wrote 
THE STAR inquiring into the pos- 
sibility having former Carville pa- 
tient the New York area speak. Mrs. 
Gertrude Hornbostel and her husband, 
Major Hans Hornbostel now living 
North Bellmore, Long Island, New 
York, agreed participate the show. 
According Legionnaire Buckingham, 
enlightened audience received the 
program well. 

The program undoubtedly reached 
many people the thickly populated 
New York area who had formerly been 
unaware our situation, and cer- 
tain have caused much better public 
relations and understanding. 
are off Kenneth Buckingham, the 
Hornbostels, and all other people who 
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cooperated presenting this fine edu- 
cational program. 


Show Business 


Summertime “fenced in” Sunday af- 
ternoons can and usually are deadly 
They are always deadly hot, The 
tedium, not the temperature, was re- 
variety show our theatre called Lag- 
niappe Parisien presented the As- 
Civic Performers New Or- 
leans, The local production was ab- 
version the same show giv- 
New Orleans the early Spring 
for the benefit the Crippled Chil- 
Hospital Fund, Miss Acel Ross 
Mitchell was the moving spirit behind 
both productions, these parts lag- 
niappe means “something extra,” 
perhaps the show got its title from the 
“can can” chorus which featured. 
the entire cast. 


With the golf course backdrop 
colored spotlights the our 
patio playhouse was the setting 
Sunday, July 11, for delightful 
entertainment Carvillians 
cam remember. The attraction was 
variety show presented Marion 
Hardy Enterprises, New Orleans. The 
cast was all professional and the show 


moved with that certain pace that only 
professionals give. 

Tom Rickman, director commun- 
ity activities, introduced Marion Hardy 
who was given big hand, Miss Hardy 
heard Mr. Rickman speak Henry 
Thomas Testimonial Dinner New 
Orleans and became interested 
Carville that she offered bring enter- 
tainment here. This wonderful 
break for Miss acts are 
booked into the best places,so why not 
(We are the 
down 


The rousing applause given this show 
was undoubtedly factor bringing 
another show here Sunday, July 18, 
again provided through the courtesy 
Marion Hardy Enterprises. The “Red 
Wagon Boys,” western duo enter- 
tained with steel guitar and drums, 


LOUIS CARVILLE, INC. 
General Merchants 
Carville, Louisiana 


Fancy Groceries, 
Dry Goods, Hardware 
Convenient, Courteous Service 


| 
| 


Some time ago heard radio pro- 
gram about man who had Hansen’s 
disease leprosy. like the major- 
ity those people the story, and 
scared death it, even arrested 
case. especially interested this 
because just recently had occasion 
come close contact with man who 
had been patient Carville, 
was supposed arrested case. 
was duty help care for him 
sanatorium for some other illness (no 
connection whatsoever with 
licensed vocational nurse....Please give 
all the information that you can 


Lhe above letter came THE STAR 
May from city the west coast. 
furnished the nurse with several 
recognized medical and 
the same time out that in- 
stitutional infection over the 
world rarely occurs, doctor 
Carville’s 60-year history has ever 
contracted the disease. They take simple 
soap and water. Un- 
coubtedly this nurse had cared for pa- 
with much more infectious dis- 
than this patient “supposed 
arrested case was appar- 
ent that she was not familiar with HD, 
“the least communicable all com- 
municable diseases.” was our guess 
that she was not “scared death” 
the disease but the name. “leprosy.” 
posed the question. Her reply again 
proves there vital need enlighten 
doctors and nurses the subject 
ond that difficult not well nigh 
impossible many instances 
sider the disease medical entity un- 
der its present terrifying historical 
nomer. —Ed, 


ask why scared death 
leprosy. Perhaps because know 
little about and did not know what 
precautions take. Also this hospi- 
tal was all hush hush, and deep 
dark secret that the man had had HD. 
Some accidentally found out about 
it. When approached any the doc- 
tors about it, they clamped their mouths 
shut refused discuss They 
wouldn’t tell the name the pa- 
tient what ward was on. With- 
out really saying so, they sort left 
with the feeling that was worth 
our job told any one the little 
But little little did find 
out the patient’s name and where 


Mail Bag 


From Home and Abroad 


was. All this secrecy was enough 
scare anyone. Perhaps the reason for 
the secrecy was that they were afraid 
became common knowledge, the other 
patients would scared and all leave, 
And since they considered him ar- 
case they thought there was 
danger the other patients.... would 
appreciate you didn’t mention 
name because since this was hush 
hush affair, might cause trouble for 
ine.... The material about you sent 
has helped put mind ease. 

Since return Baltimore after 
spending four months learning about, 
working with, and getting know the 
patients Carville was with you 
during March through 
many nurses with whom work, pa- 
tients and friends mine not con- 
nected with the medical nursing pro- 
have learned some the facts 
about Hansen’s disease, have talked 
with them about Carville and many 
have enjoyed reading THE STAR 
which share with them. truly feel 
that the time spent Carville was 
four the most profitable and learned 
months life. wish more 
nurses were able spend some 
time Carville that they too, could 
pass along their knowledge 
dispel the myths the ages. 

Baltimore, Maryland 

dowe. However, the Public Health 
Service which 1946 inaugurated 
program for its nursing 
corps hasnow sharply curtailed it. From 
this unfortunate. 

Voiture 1257 the Forty and Eight 
Rocky Mount, N.C. small mem- 
bership, but for the last two years 
have sold over one 
tions THE STAR. are indeed 
proud this record, but way are 
satisfied for this year our goal 
over two hundred. 

would appreciate any 
pictures, tape recordings, pub- 
licity you could let use for news- 
papers, radio TY, With material 
could educate the people eastern N.C, 
Hansen’s disease and much bet- 
ter able reach our goal. 

Baker, Jr. 
Rocky Mount, N.C. 

Genuine cooperation, warmly appre- 

ciated. Material its way. —Ed. 


gave radio broadcast May 22, 
‘The people talked with who listened 
said they certainly were enlightened. 
All speech contained was enough 
the people with Carville, 
and the patients’ problems. read two 
the cases from Dr. 
paper (STAR, March told 
Auxiliary work and Mrs. Burdette’s 
project National Rehabilitation 
Chairman last year. And course 
talked about THE STAR and its pur- 
poses. only had minutes minus in- 
troduction and signing off. couldn’t 
say much more. been asked come 
back but probably won’t until aft- 
September. 

Mrs. William Morris 
Prospect Park, Penna. 

Morris Rehab Chairman for 
A.L.A, Norwood, Penna. Unit 507, Her 
broadcast was sponsored this unit. 
and Mrs. Morris 
visited Carville the 
early spring. —Ed. 


Your article THE STAR concern- 
ing the Barred Wagon together with 
articles here, has 
brought wonderful results. The Queens- 
land State Government has agreed 
establish modern carriage and with- 
draw police escort. Patients will the 
escorted attendants instead 
police. tried very hard stop 
any form transport (special), but 
the Minister Health would not agree 
this move. Their excuse for not going 
ahead with the mainland Hospital 
that Sulfone drugs are now showing 
wonderful cures and that patients are 
being discharged fast rate. still 
have patients Hospital Peel Is- 
land and about Fantome Island.... 
most imperative that these patients 
established the mainland. are 
trying secure decent site, which will 
large house both coloured 
and whites together, 

are making good use our 
STARs sending them person 
son, make list names and 
addresses and ask each one forward 
the next person. This scheme has 
been successful date, The list con- 
sists names. The last person re- 
quested return the journal us. 
have about journals the run 
one time, The longest any one journal 
takes four months. One was received 
back within six weeks. 

Hinton 


Secretary, Relatives Friends Assn. 
Queensland, Australia 
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acts that you should about disease 


“In order that (Hansen’s disease) may dealt with successfully compre- 
hensive scale and before any large proportion early cases will come voluntarily 
for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the 
disease. Any scheme for the control (Hansen’s disease) will depend for its 


success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference disease) 
Cairo, Egypt, March, 1938 


The medical world classes disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age, also probabie 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Tex- 
as, and Florida, and California slight extent. Outside 
these states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. This 
statement supported recommendations the American 
Public Health Association (Control Communicable Dis- 
eases Man, 1950). These APHA recommendations are 
“official” with U.S. Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded fifty-eight years 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other com- 
municable diseases. 

with the exception children under 13, are ad- 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases 
doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring 
been employed the Carville hospital plumbers. 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory 
cians, etc. With but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and would expect more cases develop 
sheer What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhygien- 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


mitted freely, They are not required take any special pre- 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit their semi-annually 
for periods month, 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 

Since isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, but 
none these have met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* 

THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE 
PROBLEM Hansen’s, Once that determined, the 6,000- 
practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible for 
the “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
and patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their usual activities but may not food handlers, take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * 

Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., 
N.J., N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control communi- 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., and 


N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


man woman may remain perfect physical health 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the pa- 
tients now Carville could sit unnoted any social 


ing. 


| 
| * * * 


July August 


The Emperor Augustus, not outdone his predecessor Julius Caesar, 
renamed for himself and added one day match the days 
July. This put the whole calendar out kilter and robbed February one 
day; but such the way Strong Men, 


Virgo, the virgin, the zodiac sign associated with August. Why, one 
knows. Devotees Virgoare orderly, methodical and systematic. They are active, 
proud and intolerant ignorance, You had better cross the street when you 


see one them approaching. The astrologers say they are clever and successful 
business keep your hand your pocketbook. But they have also 
genial graces. They are loyal, generous, affectionate, and good scholars. This 
queer assortment attributes seems fit the venerable Augustus very 
born under this sign, choose those you like and ignore the rest. 


The weather? The less said about that the better. You are advised escape 


the mountains seashore you can. Born August not, subscribe 
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